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Background 
The present facility was built in 1955 after the two-story, much more elaborate structure 
was demolished by Hurricane Carol in 1954.  During the winter of 2004, we invested 
$28,000 in a renovation of the underpinnings and portions of the structure, which had 
been lost to dry rot.  This enabled us to consider expanding the use of the pavilion for 
larger events, in keeping with the rich history of dances, movies, and band concerts ‘in 
the old days’. In 2015, the Board invested and additional $35,000 to improve safety and 
amenities to further promote the use of the club.   
 
Members of the Beach Club are defined as private resident members of the Heights, 
principals of corporate/LLC members of the Heights, individual members of family trusts 
of members of the Heights, principals/owners of commercial members of the Heights 
and paid members of the Beach Club who live outside of the Heights. 
 
Usage of the Beach Club has ebbed and flowed over the years depending upon the 
weather, the demographics of the population, and competing programs (e.g., SIYC junior 
sailing, Gardiners Bay Country Club golf, Quinipet camp, etc.).  For the past several 
years, the Beach Club has been on an upswing, attracting more usage for its traditional 
daytime activities, especially the “Morning Program”, which has grown to a point where 
we have hired a Director to run the program.   
 
The Suffolk County Health Department licenses the Beach Club and inspects it annually.  
We must conform to all of their regulations; including having two lifeguards on duty at all 
times when the Beach Club is open for swimming, as well as the submission of a safety 
plan. All the Beach Club’s lifeguards are certified as bay front lifeguards, which requires 
a higher level of training than pool lifeguards.   
 
Programs and Events 
 
The Beach Club can be characterized as the Heights’ waterfront porch.  All members 
in good standing (paid annual assessment) have a right to use the Beach Club during 
the day and in the evening for small gatherings, which may run quietly beyond sunset.  
This is also consistent with our standard liability insurance coverage since these 
members are familiar with the facility.   
 
An increased number of inquiries regarding proposed events, together with the 
expansion of the Morning Program beyond the Heights membership, prompted a 
conversation with our insurance broker and underwriter to investigate the feasibility of 
hosting more formal events.   
 
The Board formally categorizes the after-hours use of the Beach Club into three general 
categories: 1) Informal Gatherings, 2) Events, and 3) Special Events:  



•  “Informal Gatherings”: In keeping with our view of the Beach Club as the 
Heights “waterfront porch”, informal use of the facility after-hours is permitted for 
groups of 25 or fewer people, subject to our published rules and regulations. This 
includes strict prohibition of amplified music.  

• “Events”: After-hours use of the Beach Club for groups in excess of 25 people is 
also subject to our published rules and regulations.  These events must end by 
9:00 p.m. and include a strict prohibition of amplified music. These events require 
approval by the Heights General Manager that has the discretion to limit these 
events to a frequency consistent with our “waterfront porch” metaphor, as well as 
general neighborly consideration.  

• “Special Events”: The Heights General Manager may also approve, on an 
exception basis, events that permit the use of amplified music, as well as extend 
the duration of these events to 11:00 p.m.  The number of Special Events is 
strictly limited to three events per year.  

• Use of the Beach Club for an event is limited to members in good standing, as 
defined above, and non-Heights residents that are sponsored by a Heights 
member in good standing. 

 
Our insurer insisted upon a set of specific requirements for any event which rises to the 
level of an “Event” or “Special Event’ as defined above.  The underwriters’ particular 
concerns surround the attendance of guests who are unfamiliar with the facility 
compounded by darkness, food and drink.  
 
The requirements for an “Event” or “Special Event” include: 

• Approval from the Heights General Manager 
• A Certificate of insurance from the host of the event 
• A Beach Club Lifeguard present to act as a Safety Officer 
• Execution of a formal rental agreement 
• A Rental fee (currently $800 for members and member-sponsored, non-Heights 

residents) 
• A security deposit that will be refunded if there is no abusive behavior, damage, 

insufficient clean up, excessive noise, staying beyond approved time, etc. 
(currently $250)  

 
The cost of the lifeguard/safety officer is above and beyond the rental fee. From a fire 
safety perspective, cooking with a hibachi on the pavilion, unattended lighted candles, or 
any other open flame on the pavilion are strictly forbidden.  While the use of vans or 
buses for large groups is appreciated due to the parking constraints at the North Ferry 
parking lot, we request that such vehicles be parked outside of the Heights during the 
event. 
 
In addition, there are some pre-approved Beach Club evening events scheduled by the 
Recreation Committee.   While typically scheduled during the week, the occasional 
movie night on a Friday allows working parents to step off the ferry and join their family. 
These events help fulfill our theme of ‘something for everyone’ and take advantage of 
the magnificent views of sunsets and sailing boats. The annual Heights opening cocktail 
party in June, an event that does not have amplified music, does not qualify as a 
“Special Event.” 
 



All members of the Board agree that the Beach Club should be used---- but not abused.    
The success of any agreed upon policy depends on adherence to common sense and 
neighborly consideration. Simply put, anyone using the Beach Club after-hours should 
behave the same way they would on their own front porch.  
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